Upper Escanaba River Watérshed
Volunteer Stream Monitoring
Program:




What do we do?

Celebrating

60 years ? Michigan Clean

of providing conservation WCﬂ'e r C orps
technical assistance
- 1955-2015

MARQUETTE

MICHIGAN
FORESTRY

Assistance Program




924 sg. miles/508 stream
miles

565 river miles flowing
through Marguette,
Dickinson and Delta
Counties

Headwaters are north of
Lake Michigamme

Mouth at Lake:Michigan in
Escanaba

Designated cold water trout
streams

History of active logging &
iron ore mining

Some surveys done (MDEQ,
ERWP)
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Foster local stewardship of water
resources and awareness of water
guality issues through education;

Engage local citizens and partners as
stakeholders to identify threats to

and monitor the health of our
streams;

Acquire useful water quality and
aquatic habitat data through
volunteer monitoring events and
make that data available to the
general public, government officials
and local stakeholder groups;

and ensure sustainability of the
project into the future.




Our Program

Stewardshi

Monitoring
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Collection Recording Analysis




Northern Michigan University’s |55 _ ; Marquette Senior High School’s
Protected Area Management : ye¥a- SN Conservation Biology class, lab
class, field exercise ; — Pl exercise

Program and macro display for
outreach events




Lessons Learned:

re a good
bet!




The Right Attitude

» Flexibility (and grit) » Empowerment
through leadership




The Right Attitude

» Curiosity




» Training workshops

Macro ID Lab Workshop Macro Collection Field Workshop




» Press/media
coverage
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‘Stream team’ hits the Esky

Branch of. Escanaba River studied in ongoing project

'MACRO® MANAGEMENT

Stream life momtored

Watt, Mmumumlnm Alger Conservat
for macroirvartabrmtes
project focuses nnluumnmm

(Journal photos by Christle Bleck)
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Stall Writer
ARY — Comnfing tiny ansmads

that sirm, swim and fioat in creeks
and streams has & parpose beyond just
;xllms & chose-up view of these anj-
mads, |l can determine the aquatic health
of nn- nmr\w.um}wnu‘ofnmw
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Call them Ngulu}ln m:m—
b af whatever, but macnainverie-
brates an considered p—.—-u envimnmen-
wunmu Bocause af this, the Alger

L I:Iumn.L with & prant from
the Michigan Ciean Water Coeps, has
been usdertaking o strean-monitoring

projectat 11 slics at five waterwa
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Fosrester spent part of Tuesday in
Limestone Tc ip at Wemers:

Creek.
The foresied stresm is a tributary of the
Whitefish River with smooth bedruck
and riffles, and i & good nuun; area
with several road cxo
The project’s focus is In mn:: sure
these road crossings afe being main-
tained and there ane no probilems with
sediment pollution, sccording tn For-
rester, and (hat's where the docament-
img of macroinvenichrates comes ko
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“I o stui like this in the off-time any-
way,” Linn sakl.

It's easy to see why macroinveric-
brates Fmscinale people. Dragondly
mympes look mothing like thels winped
adul Forms, Water saige fy barvae twist
and gyrase more Il‘nnl ‘Brque de
mrr(»nnm. Giiant water bugs,

ar the omiinoes mickname of

yond the fuscimtion factor, the col-
Jected macrinvericbrates have a scien-
tific parpose. Forrester said data will be
ssbmited to the Michigan Clean Wiler

:mnp.m
“Everybody who panticipates in this
mnuthll)ﬂll'rk o that




| z tables, or
| (better yet)
Deviled egg trays slledplle
(thanks Alger CD!) tables




Washing machine pans

Aquarium nets




Volunteers are your
best resource

Functioning
waders
Food
Recognition
Evaluations




What did you enjoy most about volunteering
with MCCD’s stream monitoring program?

> “Working outside with like-minded people, learning new_skills;
and making a difference.”

> “l enjoyed how friendly and helpful the staff were and how
excited the volunteers were to be doing this. It was a very
rewarding experience and I’m excited to help outiin the

spring.”
» “Itis fun and laid back. There is no one standing around and
barking orders. Plus, any time in a stream is a good time.”

> “l appreciate that this program in particular is geared toward
community involvement, because | believe it spreads
awareness about our environment.”

> “l enjoy being outside, playing in the water, identifying the
bugs, and meeting new people. Over all it’s a fun activity and
a good resume builder.”




» Sustaining the
program
o Maintain partnerships

o Continue to
encourage
stewardship

o Engage personal
interest groups &
social leaders

o Maintain public
awareness







