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• Leaders in Environmental Stewardship 
• Full Partners in Economic Development 
• Excellent Customer Service 

Water Resources Division 
• Protect and Monitor…  

– 4 Great Lakes 
– 11,000 Inland Lakes 
– 36,000 river miles 
– 5 million acres of wetlands 
– 70,000 acres of coastal dunes 
…for swimming, fishing, drinking water 

and healthy aquatic ecosystems. 
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• Introduction & Overview of the Michigan’s AIS program 
• AIS Decontamination Procedures 
• AIS Outreach Efforts for Inland Lakes 
• AIS Monitoring Efforts and Updates 

 
 
And sprinkled throughout… 
• ID for Michigan’s  

AIS Watch List Species 







“An invasive species is defined as a species that is 
not native and whose introduction causes, or is 

likely to cause, economic or environmental harm or 
harm to human health.” 

Non-native 

Causes harm 



Other “as needed” participants 
• Department of Transportation 

• DNR Forestry 

• Attorney General 

Department of  Environmental Quality 
• Water Resources Division 

• Office of the Great Lakes 
 

Department of  Natural Resources 
• Fisheries Division 

• Wildlife Division 

• Parks & Recreation Division 

• Law Enforcement Division 

Department of  Agriculture & Rural Development 
• Pesticide & Plant Pest Management Division 

• Animal Industry Division 



Goal 1: Prevent new introductions of AIS into Michigan waters 
 
Goal 2: Limit the spread of established  
populations of AIS into unifested waters 
of the state 
 
Goal 3: Develop an early detection  
and rapid response program to  
address new AIS invasions 
 
Goal 4: Manage and control AIS to lessen the harmful ecological, 
economic, social and public health impacts 



• Est. 2014 
• Funded through annual appropriation 

by the Michigan legislature (general 
fund) 

• First state funding dedicated to 
invasive species  



$4,065,000  
• 19 grants 

• Regional cooperative prevention, detection, eradication 
and control (11) 

• Integrated and novel approaches towards treating 
Eurasian water milfoil and other aquatic invasive  
plants (3) 

• Reduction of forest disease incidence and transfer (1) 
• Prevention of new forest invaders (1) 
• Enhancing public reporting, training, information access, 

outreach and education (3) 
 



June 16, 2015 
• Request for Pre-proposals 

 

July 31, 2015 
• Pre-Proposals due 

 

September 1, 2015 
• Request for Full Proposals 

 

October 30, 2015 
• Full proposals due 

 

Awards announced January 2016 





Watch List 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wrd-ais-watchlist_428115_7.pdf?20150326130204  
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www.misin.msu.edu 

http://www.misin.msu.edu/








 





European Frogbit 



 



European Frogbit 







Northern snakehead 



Northern snakehead 



AIS Monitoring 

Snorkel Study 



AIS Monitoring 





2014 Snorkel Results 
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2015 Study 



• DNR Wildlife Division 
• Early Detection and Response project 



AIS Monitoring 

Stream Assessments 



Recent “Detections” 











Hydrilla 



Hydrilla 









Decontamination 



Decontamination 



Inspect 



Inspect 





newslocker.com 



Disinfect 



Disinfect http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/qol-wrd-policy-invasive-
species-decontamination_476846_7.pdf?20150303164301  
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Water Hyacinth 

Water Lettuce 



Water Hyacinth 

Water Lettuce 



Water Hyacinth 



Water Hyacinth 

Water Lettuce 





Native snail 

New Zealand Mud Snail 







Field Guides 

Workshops, tradeshows, etc. 

Interstate Billboards 





Need a boat launch sign? 
 

See Kevin after today’s 
presentation 



Clean 



Drain 



Dry 



Dispose 



Actively engaging and empowering citizen volunteers to help 
prevent the spread of AIS through the boating pathway 

www.MICBCW.org 



AIS Landing Blitz 



2014 AIS Landing Blitz (pilot) 
June 6-7, 2014 
• 12 locations 
• 768 impressions 
• 100+ volunteer hours 
• 45 volunteers 
• 128 boats inspected 
• 59 boats washed 

 
 



2015 AIS Landing Blitz 
June 26 – July 5, 2015 
• 52 locations 
• >4,000 impressions 
• 300+ volunteer hours 
• 76 volunteers 
• 750+ boats inspected 
• 175+ boats washed 

 
 









 
 
 

Interested?  
Contact Kevin Walters (waltersk3@michigan.gov)  

or Jo Latimore (latimor1@msu.edu)  









Red Swamp Crayfish 



Red Swamp Crayfish 





Invasive Carp 

Grass carp 
• Large cross-hatched scales 
• Eyes even with mouth 
• Cylindrical body form 

Bighead carp 
• Large body (up to 90lbs) 
• Large head w/ toothless mouth 
• Eyes below mouth 

Black carp 
• Large, dark cross-hatched scales 
• Eyes even with mouth 
• Cylindrical body form 

Silver carp 
• Smaller than bighead (up to 60lbs) 
• Light silver color w/ white belly 
• Eyes below mouth 





• AIS Core Team 
• TIS Core Team 
• MiCorp 
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