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2005-2013 Adopt-A-Stream 
(2 sites)

2014 MiCorps startup grant 
(2 sites)

2015 MiCorps full grant 
(12 sites)

Stream Monitoring History



• Where do we monitor?
• How does our program run?
• Successes and lessons experience

Key Points



• Site 1) Huntoon Creek at Bellevue Rd.
• Site 2) Grand River at Baldwin Park
• Site 3) Columbia Creek at Waverly Rd.
• Site 4) County Line Drain at Bunker Rd.
• Site 5) Benton Drain at Smith Rd.
• Site 6) Spicer Creek at M-99
• Site 7) Grand River at Tecumseh Park
• Site 8) Red Cedar River at Pennsylvania Ave.
• Site 9) Sloan Creek at Button  Rd. & Meridian Rd.
• Site 10) Doan Creek at Howell Rd.
• Site 11) Dietz Creek at Dietz Rd.
• Site 12) Sycamore Creek near the City Cemetery in Mason

Stream Sampling Sites:



• 260-mile long river

• 5,572 sq. mile watershed 

(2nd largest in state)

• Headwaters in Somerset 

Township, Hillsdale County

• Empties into Lake 

Michigan at Grand Haven



Upper Grand River 
Watershed

▪ 700 square miles

▪ 7 main sub-basins

▪ Of 390 miles of 
waterways assessed by 
formerly MDEQ, 56 miles 
fail to meet water quality 
standards

❖ TMDLs for bacteria, 
dissolved oxygen, biota







Sampling Sites



✓ Schedule event
✓ Publicize (press releases, newspaper, email, Facebook, website, newsletter, 

flyers, clubs, schools)
✓ Recruit and train leaders
✓ Confirm lab use or ID resources

Get Organized…

Planning Events



✓ Review site accessibility
✓ Prepare totes (re-stock supplies and datasheets) 
✓ Prepare maps and directions for teams
✓ Follow-up with volunteers
✓ Prepare sign-in sheet and release forms

Preparing for Collection Day



✓ Thank volunteers
✓ Hold ID event
✓ Score data and log with MiCorps
✓ Update newsletters, website, etc.

After Events



ID Events





✓ Check and double-check totes, waders and nets before event
✓ Use checklists
✓ Label totes
✓ Assign team leaders before-hand
✓ Provide refreshments
✓ Stay on schedule
✓ Consistent monitoring techniques
✓ Implement boot wash
✓ … be prepared!

Successes & Lessons Learned

















Michigan’s Advantage
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• Michigan sits in the middle of 20% of the 
world’s fresh water.

• High quality water, soil & excellent 
climate

• Second most diverse in production 
agriculture, diverse ecology and 
recreational destination

• Innovative thinkers; we’ve done it before 
and continue to do it.

• Access to technology and       volunteers



✓ Be safe
✓ Be prepared
✓ Be persistent
✓ Reach out to partners

Summary:
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Thank you!!


