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 1998-2001 - MDEQ 
Volunteer Monitoring 
Program Grant 
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 2001-2002 - CMI MDEQ 
Grant 

 2008 - MiCorps

State Grants
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 2003-2013 - Rouge River 
National Wet Weather 
Demonstration Project 
Grant (E.P.A.)

 2011-12 - Erb Family 
Foundation (as match for 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative Grant)

Federal Grants
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 2011-12 - Erb Family 
Foundation as match for 
GLRI Match)

 2013 - $10,000 donation to 
support the program from 
a volunteer

Corporate/Private Sponsorships
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 2013-2015 - University of 
Michigan Water Center

 2016 - UM-D Master’s 
Student research 
(equipment)

 2017 - Wayne State 
University Healthy Urban 
Waters

Research Grants
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 2013-2017 - Alliance of 
Rouge Communities

 2015-17 - Provided 
match for SAW Grant

Watershed Councils/Communities
Municipal Stormwater permits 
required by the Clean Water Act:

Communities of 100,000 
people must obtain a permit.
Permit requires communities to 
develop a public education 
plan.
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 Establish your program using 
high data quality standards 
from the start
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 Cultivate Advisors

Friends of the Rouge Advisors
 Joe Rathbun, MDEQ
 Susan Thompson, Wayne County 

Watershed Management Division
 Bruce McCulloch, fish biologist
 Kevin Goodwin, MDEQ Aquatic 

biologist
 Jeffrey Braunscheidel, MDNR 

Fisheries Management Biologist
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 Find uses for your 
Monitoring Data
 Choose sites based 

on past data, problem 
areas, restoration 
projects
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 Map and report on your 
findings and share them
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 Your biggest and most 
important expense is 
staff 
 Interns are a great 

resource for 
additional tasks
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 Find inkind donation 
sources and track them
 Volunteers - $8-$22/hour
 Facilities - $50/hour
 Refreshment donations
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Develop partnerships with 
anyone you can

 Watershed groups
 MDEQ & MDNR 

biologists
 Colleges and 

universities
 Local government
 Consulting firms
 Fishing groups
 Nature centers
 Conservation groups
 Corporate Partners



Questions?Questions?


